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OF THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


HENRY GRATTAN, 
ON THE SUBJECT OF 


„„ 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1788. 


ww 


Mr. SPEAKER, 


I HAVE already given notice of my intention 
to propoſe ſomething relative to a modification 
of the ſyſtem of tythe upon this day. It has 
been the firſt object of my mind to bring it be- 
fore this Houſe in the moſt reſpectable manner, 
equally avoiding temerity and delay. I knew 
the value of their opinion too well to force them 
into a precipitate deciſion, and I ſhall not there- 
6 fore attempt to pledge them at once to an appro- 
7 ee, bation, 


gw” 
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bation or refuſal of a ſpecific modus for tythe, 
a commutation of tythe, or another plan which 


1 have in contemplation for remedy of the evils 


complained of. I only mean to ſubmit my ideas 
upon the moſt proper mode of entering upon the 
| buſineſs, and I have to expect from moderation 


and leiſure the moſt favourable iſſue. Had I brought 


forward a bill containing a plan for reformation 
of the abuſes and oppreſſions complained of in 


the South of Ireland, I ſhould have been truly 


and triumphantly accuſed of raſhneſs. The 


act would have been conſidered as the preci- 
pitate deed of an incautious man; and, indeed, 


upon a matter of ſuch high importance, to com- 


mit the Houſe in a moment, cither finally to re- 


ject or inſtantly to approve, by an affirmattve or 
a negative, would certainly deſerve the charge. 


During the laſt ſeſſion the ſubje& of tythe 
was mentioned in Parliament; but to quiet diſ- 
turbance, and to procure tranquility in the 
kingdom, violent and compulſory meaſures were 
purſued, perhaps wiſely. 1 am happy that out- 
rage is no more, and that there now exiſts no 
_ cauſe againſt an enquiry being inſtituted, to aſ- 


certain the truth or injuſtice of the complaints 
in the South of Ireland. I contend, however, 


that there was a radical error in your former pro- 


ceedings upon this buſineſs. Without conſidering 


the ſource of the evil, ”u adminiſtered a remedy 
without 
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[$1 
without - conſidering the abuſes that ariſe out 
of tythe; you further ſecured their collection, 


and thereby ſecured a continuance of theſe abuſes. 


It is a wiſe caution with thoſe who preſide over 
the health of the human body —firſt, carefully to 
inveſtigate the cauſe of diſorders, in order that 
they may, with the greater preciſion, preſcribe a 
ſuitable remedy. This principle will hold not leſs 
good 1n politics than in phyſics; and, of right, 
and juſtice, ought to have been adhered to by you. 


An impartial enquiry is indiſpenſable, and might 


in fact be demanded by the people as a matter of 
Tight. What you refuſed laſt ſeſſion, it has be- 


come neceſſary for you to grant in this; and 1 


Hall therefore move you, 


* That a committee be appointed to enquire, whether 
c any juſt cauſe of diſcontent exiſts amongſt the peo- 


*“ ple in the province of Munſter, or in the counties 


< of Kilkenny or Carlow, on account of Tythe, or 


< the collection of Tythe, and if any, to report the 
* ſame, with their opinion thereon.” 


In this committee I ſhall ſtate and bring evi- 


dence of the grievances under which the wretch- 
ed people labour. In this committee I ſhall alſo 


ſubmit what occurs to me as the proper mode 


of remedy. I do not with in the firſt inſtance 


to uſher theſe matters to the Houſe, becaule, 
2s I tad betore, I am unwilling to riſque the 
B 2 --  antereſt 
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intereſt of the clergy—the cauſe of the poor— 
and the happineſs of the country upon my own- 
opinion. Let me then beſeech an enquiry, from 

which much good, and no miſchief whatever 

can poungy reſult. 


W1TH reſpect to the payment of the clergy— 


whoſe incomes I would rather augment than 
diminiſh—three plans have occurred to me: 


The firſt 1S— 


Jo pay the clergy the full amount of what, 
« on a fair average they have received for ſe- 


* yeral years prior to the diſturbances complain- 
ed of—which amount ſhould be raiſed by 


“ applotment in the manner of other country 


1 charges. 


The ſecond is 


« To inftitute a general modus in lieu of 
80 tythe — 


The third 1 is— 


« A combination of modus of commutation 
« by. a general ſurvey of every county; a cer- 
<« tain ſum to be allowed for every acre under 
„ tilage—and the whole county at large to 
ebe the ſecurity of the clergyman.” This I 
afſert to be not only practicable but ealy of 
accompliſhing 
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accompliſhing, for ſimilar ſurveys are every year 


made in almoſt every county in Ireland. Gen- 


rr 


tlemen muſt obſerve that there is a vaſt difference 

between a fair enquiry which is the ſole ſubject 
of my motion, and a poſitive agreement, which 
may bind down Parliament to a ſpecific plan. I 
do not wiſh them to be pledged to any ſyſtem — 
but firſt to examine whether any {ſyſtem at all is 
neceſſary and then to determine upon the na- 
ture of it themſelves. But if the buſineſs ſhall 
be ſuffered to go into committee I flatter myſelf 
ſuch proofs will be adduced—ſuch ſubſtantial 
| allegations atteſted upon oath at the bar of the 
Houſe, as will convince them that the voice of 
complaint has not been raiſed without juſt and 
even more than ſufficient cauſe. And theſe 
proofs ſhall not come from White-Boys—or 
from perſons ſuppoſed favourable to their pro- 
ceedings—but from men of irreproachable cha- 
racters men, who have been goaded to outrage 
by tythe- proctors but who have patiently ſub- 
mitted to reiterated impoſition—and become the 
mediators of peace, and the inſtruments of tran- 
quility. Thoſe evidences are ready to be pro- : 
duced at the bar of your Houſe—and when you 
go into committee gentlemen will have an oppor- 
tunity of aſſenting to, or diſapproving of, the 
propoſed plans of reformation, 


Mr. GraTTaAN 


E 


Mr. GRATTAN was oppoſed in this candid 


propoſal by the Right Hon. the A General, 
who ſaid, — _ 


I pDirrER altogether with the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman as to the mode of taking up the ſubject. 


I cannot think it right that with the concurrence 


of this Houſe the idea of redreſs ſhould be ſet 
afloat, thus to heat the imaginations of the 


people, without any poſitive remedy in view to 
allay them. I will not therefore conſent to the 
committee of enquiry propoſed by him—for 1 


am ſure that a more effectual means to encreaſe 
the diſturbances that exiſt—and to diſturb the 


public tranquility could not be taken. My Right 
Hon. Friend has admitted it to be a matter of 


ſuch difficulty as to call for the greateſt efforts of 


the wiſeſt heads to determine it with prudence— 


and yet he wants the Houſe to enter inſtantly 
into a committee—in order to aſcertain whether 
any juſt cauſe of diſcontent exiſts in the province 
of Munſter, or in the counties of Kildare or 


Carlow—on account of Tythe or the collection 


of Tythe, and if any to report the ſame, with 
their opinion thereon ! If his abilities, confeſſedly 
ſo great, have not been able to deviſe any plan 
which he can vouch for, and poſitively recom- 
mend I think it would be madneſs to agitate 
the ſubject at all. But if he is in poſſeſſion of any 
ſyſtem—in God's name let him propoſe it he 

well 


1 1 


well knows that the Houſe will liſten with par- 
tiality to any propoſal coming from him. If it 
ſhall appear to be ſuch as I can approve, I ſhall 
certainly fupport—if not I muſt only vote 
againſt it. 8 


Lp. KiNGsBOROUGH roſe to ſecond Mr. Grattan's 
motion; I cannot (ſaid his Lordſhip) forbear men- 
tioning the oppreſſions of the diſtreſſes under 
which the poor in the South of Ireland labour 
under. I reſide in that part of the kingdom 
and therefore cannot be ignorant of them. The 
people who cultivate the poor lands in the county 
of Cork are utterly unable to pay tythe of any 
kind—and yet tythe of every kind is moſt rigo- 
rouſly demanded from them. Many demands 
made by the clergy are illegal. I have myſelf been 
cited to an eccleſiaſtical court for payment of an 
illegal demand—and which, illegal and exorbitant 
as it was, I ſhould have been obliged to comply 
with—without ever having joined iſſue were I a 
poor man. If a committee is appointed, gentlemen 
will have an opportunity of entering into the 
merits of the buſineſs. 


Mr. Gxarrax again roſe. If not called on 
(aid he) I was determined not to enter into the 
buſineſs this night ; becauſe what I have to ad- 
vance would come with much more propriety be- 
fore the committee which I have moved for. I 


Al 


„ 
am now, however, compelled reluctantly to ſtate 
facts, becauſe I ſhould not otherwiſe have an op- 
portunity of bringing them before the Houſe. I 


muſt firſt remark, that one gentleman condemns 
me for not producing a plan—and another for 


producing one!—which he ſays may be productive 
of injury. But I apprehend I am ſanctioned by 


the practice of the Parliament in both kingdoms 


and by common ſenſe when J aflert that if the 
people complain—they have a right to apply to 


the legiſlature for an examination of their com- 


plaints, and that the legiſlature is bound to attend 
to them. I only wiſh to attract their attention 
to theſe complaints—and I appeal to the reaſon of 


gentlemen whether there is any thing improper 
in that? or whether it is a mode which can tend 


to inflame the minds of the people? 


I po not affert that the clergy are wrong in all 
caſes, but I ſay that from the number and reſpec- 
tability of the affidavits which I have to produce, 
there is ground for ſuppoling they are wrong in 


many; and, having been called upon, I ſhall begin 


to ſtate a few incontrovertible facts, that may 


evince the prefling neceſſity there exiſts for an ex- 


peditious enquiry. 


Ir has been ſaid that though the demands of the 
clergy have been in ſome inſtances exorbitant — 
vet they have never been altogether illegal. With 

| | that 
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that aſſertion I ſhall begin—and I will give it a 


flat contradiction. Tythe of ruxr which is il- 
legal has been demanded—and I am ready to fub- 


ſtantiate the charge on the affidavit of creditable 


witnefles. Tythe of turf has not only been de- 
manded—but tythe of turf has been farmed. 


For payment of tythe of turf poor wretches have 
been obliged to enter into ſecurity. For non- 
payment of tythe of turf poor wretches have been 
dragged like common felons to the common gaols 
and there impriſoned. This is more cruel than 
even the hearth- tax for in the hearth-tax there is 
a clauſe of compaſſion which exempts certain 
claſſes of men. Iwo ſhillings a hearth has been 
demanded for tythe of turt—and in ſome in- 
ſtances Extortion has aſſumed the power of legiſ- 


lation—and- audaciouſly ſet up the authority of 


law, and commuted its own impolition—by mak- 


ing a charge of ſmoke-money—in lieu of tythe of 
turf; thus a formed exaction has been eſtabliſhed 
with a diſtin& and ludicrous appellation | Thus 
poor wretches are taxed for Lok who have 


ſcarcely a turf to burn! 


: 1s hoon ES to deny this ?—No, and 


if not—are you prepared to juſtify it ? either you 


muſt deny the fact which is too notorious to admit 
of doubt—either you muſt juſtify it—which is 
utterly impoſlible—and the very idea ſhocking to 
humanity—or you muſt admit the abſolute 

C neceſſity 


1 
neceſſity of an immediate N Can any in- 


Ference be clearer ? 


Bor it will * ſaid in fach unconſcienable aſs 


the law affords redreſs and ought to be applied to. 


That I deny. The law has never afforded redreſs 
—and I have the authority of the firſt lawyer of 


his time, and now the firſt judge—and ornament 


of the bench, to fay ſo. In the courſe of his pro- 
feſſion he has informed me that he has taken ſeve- 


ral exceptions to libels in the ſpiritual courts, re- 
lative to illegal demands of tythe—and they were 


all over-ruled—and I have the fame authority to 
ſay that the perſon who ſued and the judge who 
determined in this inſtance had groſsly and fla- 


grantly invaded the laws of the land—that they 
had afted contrary to the poſitive law—and were 
able to mene 


ede c eyhe of furze has been de- 
manded in caſes where they were not tytheable 
that is, in caſes where they were not cut for ſale, 


but where, in the language of theſe claſſes of peo- 


ple themſelves they were not cut for ſale, but 
ſpent on the premiſes. In fact, the moſt minute 


article has not eſcaped the prying eye of the cler- 


gyman, or the rapacious graſp of the proctor 


Bxs81Dzs in many pariſhes not only the tythe, 


but the mode of n tythe is highly op- 


preſſive 


cu} 

preſſive and illegal. I have witneſſes ready who 
will verify on oath at your bar, that ſometimes 
one —and more frequently two ſhillings in the 
pound have been charged by the proctors on the 


poor for their trouble in collecting tythe—thus, 


with as much temerity claiming oN E-TEN TH of 
the produce of the fail for their flagitious exaction 
As their maſters, the clergy, with piety do, for 
their ſpiritual ſervices! I inſiſt upon it that the 


dergy might with as much juſtice—and far more 


Humanity, oblige the poor peaſantry to ſupport 
their coachmen—their butlers—or any of their 


domeſtics, as to yy m_ to ſupport their 


Procters. 


I AM aware that an objection will be offered 
that this payment is a gratuity to the proctor 


in recompence for the per ſidious clemency of the 


man in making an under valuation — but I am able 
to prove the contrary and can adduce inſtances 
where the parifhioner has been inhumanly com- 
pelled to pay en per cent. for the prIvILEGE of 


paying full tenths to the parſon / 1 have beſides the 
ſchedules of the proctor's demands—and which 
1 will oppoſe to the idea of an undervaluation. 


Theſe ſchedules run thus! ſo much for barley 
* io much for oats---fo much for wheat---{o 
much for potatoes.” Now they are all high rat- 
ages---and in addition to the parion's exorbitance 
is the proctor's demand of 28. in the pound for 
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his trouble - making a ratage of an exceſs and un- 


charitableneſs---which rather called for the pu- 
niſhment of diſmiſſal, than the prodigious reward 


of one-tenth of the whole ſum. 


I Do not condemn the proctor for making the 
moſt of his trade, which is exaction, but I con- 
demn the laws for leaving the diviſion of pro- 
perty to the diſcretion of a wretch who only 


follows his nature—when he exciſes upon the 
moſt wretched—and moſt helpleſs part of the 
community. I know it has been aſſerted that the 


full tenth upon tillage has never been demanded, 
----but if you go into an enquiry, I have the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon for ſuppoſing that the affertion 
will be. controverted to the full ſatisfaction of 
every member in the Houſe. 


THz articles for which tythe is demanded in 
Munſter, are potatoes, oats, rie, barley, wheat, 


turf, flax, furze, in fact there is no article—the f 
production of the earth or otherwiſe that eſcapes. 


And yet it has been faid that there has been no 
exaction Every thing which is ſubject to tythe 
in any other part of the kingdom pays in the 
South—and potatoes and flax are tythed there 


which are tytheable no where elſe. Will gen- 


tlemen then perſiſt in defiance of common ſenſe— 
and in oppoſition to facts of notoriety, and aſ- 
ſert, that the people of the South have no peculiar 
cauſe 
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cauſe of grievance ? What colour can they put 
| _ ſuch a * * ? 


1 SHALL NOW proceed to ſtate to you the rata- 

ges for the different articles in Munſter that are 
| ſubject to tythe. Thoſe ratages are taken ſome 
of them from the returns of perſons appointed 
fince the commencement of the compenſation 

act. ſome of them from ſchedules furniſhed me 
by private hands—but capable of being ſup- 
ported by evidence on oathſome of them from 
Tythe-proctors bills and receipts—and others from 


A multitude of affidavits which I now hold in my 
hand. 


TRE ratages in one part of the South are on 
an average — 


Wheat from 125. 10 205. per acre. 
Potatoes fr. 8s. to 196. do. 
Barley from gg. to 13s. do. 
Oats from 65. 10 10s. do. 
Meadow fr. 4s. to 75. do. 
Flax from 11s. to 15s. do. 
Beſides, 


Fer a little garden 19s. 
In the county of Cork—the ratages are— | 


Petatocs 165. per acre. 
Wheat 16s. 40. 
Barley gs. Od, do. 
Oats 85. do. 
Mead, laing 65. do. 


Now 


L 14 ] 
Now all theſe ratages may be perfedtly qo 


they conſonant to juſtice? to — ſenſe, or good 
huſbandry ? - 


Ir is ridiculous to fay, that fix ſhillings per 
acre is an equitable tythe for meadowing—I am 
ſure no gentleman will venture to maintain that 
it is. 5 


Ix other pariſhes the ratage is: 
Potatoes 20s. per acre, 
Wheat 16s. do. 
Barley  - 1%. do, 
Meadowing 45. do. 
Now I aſk will gentlemen admit theſe ratages 


to be founded in fact, and fay, that no ſubſtantial 


cauſe of grievance exiſts? 1 requeſt they will not 


paſs my queſtion in ſilence. [A parſe. ] If they 
do I ſhall conceive that it is a queſtion which 


they cannot—or are afraid to anſwer. Even 


rape, an article which it has been thought 
wiſdom to cultivate, has not eſcaped the eye of 


the proctor and has been tythed moſt immo- 
derately. 


I $HALL now contraſt theſe prices with thoſe 
paid in Ulſter—and in other parts of the king- 
dom. [Which he accordingly did with much accuracy 


aud proved a e diſparity againſt the inha- 
bitants 


this 


1 


bitants of the Sputh.] In Ulſter the farmer pays 
but 6d. for flax —be the quantity great or ſmall 
—and through the whole nation the tything is 
on an average one third leſs than that charged in 
Munſter. The conſequence of which has been, 
that while the livings in other parts of the king- 
dom have improved in honeſt gradation, as the 
country improved in wealth—in the South they 
have riſen as the people have ſunk in miſery and 
depreſſion. In ſome of the diſtant pariſhes a 
living has ſuddenly riſen from Gol. to 30ol.—one 
of 120l. to 3ool.—and one of Zool. to 11o0ol. 
Many others have riſen the fame way, and 
almoſt all beyo nd the abilities of the people. In 
one pariſh in the county of Cork, in 1785, the 
ratages were—for 


Wheat I 35. per acre. 
Barley 1%. ds. 

_ Oats 6s. do. 
Potatoes 84. do. 
Meadowing 45s. do. 

Theſe ratages had ſo riſen that they were now 

for: T4 

Wheat 16s. 8d. per acre. 

Barley 18s. do. 

Oats double the former ratage, and for 


Potatoes, which deponent fexears were noi 
worth digging, 165. | 


Beſides 128. for half an acre of wheat—and 128. 
for 


f 16 J 


for half an acre of potatoes, making in the whole 


the charge of tythe no leſs than 248. per acre. 


Thirty ſhillings | an acre have alſo been charged for 
zo acres of wheat—although deponent ſwears it 


was a bad crop: on the face of another ſtatement 


It appears that potatoes in a certain pariſh were 


rated at 228. per acre. I muſt obſerve, that all 


theſe ſtatements will be ſupported upon oath. 


I pesiRE to know whether theſe are not en- 
croachments? and whether they are not ſuch as 
will juſtify the diſcontents of the people? When 
I fay that a living has rifen from 60l. to Zool. 
a year during a ſhort lapſe of time, it ought to 


alarm every gentleman who hears me. But 1 


fear they are not fully ſenſible of the extent 
of the miſchief. It is not merely from the 
living having riſen from 6ol. to zool. per ann. 
that they are to draw a concluſion for the Proc- 
tor and Tythe-farmer gains —or perhaps the gains 
of two or three intermediate relays of Tythe- 
proctors and Tythe-farmers, extract full twice 
as much from the peaſant as goes into the pocket 
of the parſon. 


THe affidavits which 1. mean to produce in caſe 
you inſtitute an enquiry, ſtate, that in ſome caſes 
the coſts in the eccleſiaſtical courts exceed four- 
times the original ſum !—a fagrant inſtance of 
the want of regulation! that in many more 

during 
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Auring the year 1786, the demand of tythe ab- 
ſolutely exceeded the rent of the land—and that 
rent a rack-rent | They prove that it is a prac- 
tice with proctors or thoſe who value and lay out 
tythe, to charge the poor peaſant with a greater 
number of acres than he cultivates—and this 
has been veriſied beyond diſpute . by compariſons 
of the proctors receipts and the ſurvey of the 
lands which had been fworn to- thus fallifying 
the proctors eſtimate—and proving the unconſci- 

enable plunder of the peaſant. They prove that 
un many caſes tythe has been valued at three times 

the tenth---and they prove in general a moſt ex- 
<efirve—and moſt unmerciful aaddian. 


Now, whay 18 We red reli of wha ao of 
the ſoil--the peaſant, ar the cottager, for theſe 
heavy extortions? Where is he to ſeck it? in the 
vicar's court which is a party court! In a court 
where the judge is one of the body againſt which 
he applies! In a caurt were the judge is abſolute- 
1y appointed by that body! Is this fair? Is it juſt? 

Is it fufferable? I admit that the nice feelings and 
innate juſtice of the individual may at times con- 
troul that propenſity which his fituation impoſes. 
But I infiſt upon it that from the conſtitution of 
the court, the judge is to all intents and purpoſes 
---a party: judge. I inſiſt upon it that it is an ex- 
ceptionable court that it is an oppreſſive court 
Quat it is a 2 Gigant court for the farmer may re- 
D ſide 


ng n ==: 1 0 4 K * 38%" 8 
| Ie IO 2 — 2 E bits 3c, PENNEY 7 
IE ove wt — K Wwe 2 CH - Who > . —— — — png a 
— ar ts — 4 Fe * — —— * mo 1 . 
4 — : Wogan td — . — — * — 2 — re 
© 9 — TE va —_ 


——— — — 
— _—_— <_—_ 
— ER 


Py "Y 2 ripe adds : 
. ˙ wo A pO codon Ds a Cet_ter A ro ? 
„ — n 
— rnd — — 
* * 


18 ] 
fide many miles from it—that it is an uncertain 
court---for he may wait many days without know- 
ing when thedeciſion will be made---that it is a moſt 
expenſive judicature---in ſome caſes intolerably ſo. 
The coſts are ſeldom leſs-than 10. 6s. 8d. and the 
ſum in diſpute ſometimes not five ſhillings! Im- 
proper as it is---the witneſs on whoſe credit theſe 
diſproportionate coſts are decreed by the court, 
is a moſt ſuſpicious and contemptible witneſs, 1 
admit he is not the party---but he is worſe---he is 
frequently the ſervant---or the proctor of the par- 
| ty—-and the grounds upon which he forms his teſ- 
timony, give an inviting and an*ample ſcope to 
his bias and corruption.---He uſually views the 
premiſes when the crop is green-—-or ' when the 
ground is ripe. In the firſt caſe it is notorious 
that he cannot value with ſufficient preciſion---or 
certainty---but in the latter he cannot value with 
any certainty at all!---And what does he do? Why 
he actually gue/es at the quantity of land---and the 
produce of the crop---without yon 
weight—without meaſure! 1 


To ſupport theſe clus of . I ſhall 5 
now read ſome extracts from the rule- books of 
the courts in the dioceſe of Caſhel. - Here Mr. 
Grattan read ſeveral extrafts.} By theſe it appears 
(continues he) that the clergy calculate the num- 
ber of barrels or even flones which the acre of 
poutoes or wheat may ee, either for them 

ſuperſicial 
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| ſuperficial and partial views, or the extraordinary 
and partial eſtimate of their proctors, valuators 
and dependants! By theſe itappears that in the year 
1784, two charges of the above deſcription have 
been made which heighten the neceſſity of legiſla- 
tive interference. For two hundred and ſixty five 
barrels of potatoes, the produce of fo many acres 
one pound an acre!---who weighed theſe? I aſk, 
or who meaſured them?—no one! not the clergy- 
man—not his proctor—not his valuator - all—all 
gueſs work!—a ſimilar charge has been made for 
wheat © for ſo many barrel the produce of ſo 
many acres— 208. per acre !”— Who will ſay that 
theſe are grounds for the deciſion of property? 
— To parcel out the property of the individual 
or the public property ſhould not be entruſted to 
men of ſuſpicious character - hoſe profit muſt riſe 
in proportion to their partiality. It is a conni- 
vance at injuſtice—a ſufferance of extortion— 
which call for loud and general condemnation. It 
may be ſaid that it is conſonant to law—but I re- 
| peat my queſtion, is it conſonant to good ſenſe or 
good huſbandry? No—it is an exceptionable. de- 
viſe to accumulate exaction on the poor. Beſides 

the poor wretches in many caſes are charged mar- 
| ket prices, when the parſon receives field prices. 
This mode of proceeding againſt the cultivator, 
I can only compare to an apothecary's bill, com- 
poſed of a variety of dirty little items, ſmall in 
D 2 them- 
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IIS to ans the Houſs ſenſible of hd injuf: 
0 of the parſon daiming a market price, when: 
he is only entifled to a field-price---gentlemen wilt 
obſerve, that the market-price is formed after alt 


the allowances, not only for * digging and draw- 


ing, as in the caſe ee ee erg, me n; 


here made. = 5200 


„Tee Mr: Gritien: — ee 3 from the 
decrees which he held in his hund. - 


| Frome theſe decrees (he reſumed) it pam 
chat in a year of famine, 1783, potatoes have been 
tated in many inſtances above a guinea an acre! 


—a moſt equitable famine price —that flax has 


been rated above a guinea àn acre—a moſt equi- 
table faruine price !—hiy twelve ſhillings an 
acre —all equitable famine prices to which is 
tacked no leſs than 17. 65. 8 d. coſts. In one caſe 
two zcres and à half of flax have been charged 
three pounds four ſhillings! Moſt of theſe caſes 


appear from the very decrees of the eccleſiaſtical 


court ; and fuch as do not; evidence are ready to 


ſubſtantiate upon oath at the bar'of your Houſe. 


Are you prepared to ſanction this ann 
EXXUenT IT des 


Ir alſo appears that in a year of famine, the year 
83, one acre has been charged two pounds eigh- 
teen. 
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teen ſhillings; and in too many caſes the proctor 
has ſet forth a plenty produce, and annexed to 
it a famine- price! thus availing himſelf of fa- 
mine, which is unchriſtian and uncharitable---and 
rendering Plenty itſelf the ſcourge of the poor 
The people againſt whom decrees iſſued in the 
above caſes, which augments their barbarity, were 
ſo wretchedly poor, that, to a good chriſtian, they 
would appear, in a year of ſcarcity, objects of cha- 
rity and compaffion, rather than fair prey for the 
fangs of ruthleſs exaction. I do not ſay that 
theſe decrees are perfectly ilegal---but unleſs they 
are further explained, they muſt continue hurtful 
to huſbandry and diſtreſſing to the poor---and 
therefore we ſhall be moſt culpably remiſs---we 

ſhall ſubject ourſelves to the cenſure of the world 
for being regardleſs of the diſtreſſes of our fellow- 
creatures for being unmindful of the true inte. 
reſts of our agriculture, if we neglect to inſtitute 
an enquiry. 


| Uron the whole of theſe inſtances it does not 
appear that there is any principle of equity or 
moderation in favour of the tiller of the ſoil. 
In reſpect to wheat, the full tenth ſeems to, have 
been the general idea---the ſame opinion ſeems to 
have prevailed relative to potatoes---which ſhould 
not have been rated according to the quantum 
of potatoes---but by the very poor condition of 
the peaſant ; and the ratage ſhould always have 
| in 
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in conſideration the very low prices of labour. 
Indeed the ſyſtem that has been purſued in the 
South, ſeems to have had in view the very laſt 
penny of the miſerable cottager. What with 
over- rated valuation- What with tything arti- 
cles which were not juſtly tytheable---what with 
charging for more acres than were under the 
crops---what with eſtimating the ratage of 
tythe from the quantity of land, and not from 
the produce of the crop---and what with the 
exaction of proctorage- fees, one rapacious ſyſ- 
tem or code was formed, which bound down the 
peaſant to diſtreſs, difficulty and exaction. 1 
beſeech gentlemen to conſider the circumſtan- 
ces of the wretched claſs of men, who are the 
ſubjects of this oppreſſion. In general their la- 
borious induſtry is rewarded with no more than 
five pence per day---which on an average of the 
whole year, Sundays excepted, will be found 
to amount to no more than---fve pounds per 
annum ! Out of this ſcanty ſum he has to ſup- 
port a family---a wife and children---to pay his 
rent---to purchaſe feed for his ſpot of ground--- 
to procure the implements of agriculture---to pay 
county cefles---to contribute his proportion to 
the repair of roads, bridges---houſes of religi- 
ous worſhip! What a poor ſurplus muſt then 
remain ?---One ſo pitiful---ſo narrowed, that I 
ſay the clergymen of the church of Ireland who 
* to a peaſant in ſuch circumſtances, and de- 

mands 
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mands twelve, or fifteen---or twenty ſhillings per 
acre---goes to eviſcerate the bowels of beggary ! 
to ſnatch a child's proviſion | he exacts alms 
from a mendicant ! he grinds the poor !--and [ 
ſay, that when he produces his proctor's valua- 
tion, the peaſant may produce the goſpel, and 
I fay, that in point of divinity, though not of 
law, the peaſant will have the advantage; for 
the peaſant may ſtate his ſpiritual profeſſions 
againſt his temporal exactions---he may deſire him 
to practice as he preaches--and he may urge 
againſt him his own religion the proteſtant re- 
ligion, which triumphs oyer every other divi- 
ſion of chriſtianity, for benevolence of doctrine, 
excels of piety, and contempt of riches, 


Wirk refpe& to fuch articles as are the ru- 
diments of manufacture, the tythe invariably 
ſhould have in conſideration the intereſt of the 
manufacture concerned. Who will fay that 
theſe manufactures are able to afford twelve 

ſhillings an acre for tythe of flax? and four 
pounds an acre for tythe of rape ?---and yet both 
have been demanded and paid. The rudiments 
of manufacture ſhould be tythe-free---and the 
clergy ſhould receive an adequate compenſation. 
In England they do not pay ſo high a tythe for 
flax as you. And it muſt be remembered, that 
the growth of flax does not affect her ſtaple 
manufacture, while it does that of our kingdom. 

0 IS 


L 44 ] 


Is this not a manifeſt and an injurious abſurdity ? 
Should we not take a leſſon of prudence from the 
moderation of England ?---In that country a re- 
gular charge has been eſtabliſhed, by the acre, for 
tything hemp and _ d this is never to ex- 

ceed ſive —_ | 


In: one caſe 1 find, TR taten quads. ow 
been demanded and paid for four acres of rape, 
fourteen pounds has been demanded and paid 
for eleven acres, and ſixteen ſhillings has been 
demanded and paid for a peaſant's little gar- 
den, which he had laid out for raiſing potatoes 
for his impoveriſhed family. Are theſe grievan- 
ces, or not? Will it be again aſſerted that there 
are no cauſes of diſturbances in the South ? 


In ſome of the diſturbed pariſhes during a ſe- 
vere year, ſo predominant was the ſpirit of rapine, 
that no leſs than two. pounds fifteen ſhillings, 1 
have the beſt authority for aſſuring the Houſe, 
were demanded for two acres, which were occu- 
pied by potatoes only. Fourteen ſhillings were 
demanded for meadowing ; wheat, oats, and bar- 
ey, bore an equally inhuman ratage. All theſe 
demands were made in a year of famine. And 
at the fame period of fore calamity, and univerſal 
_ diſtreſs, the tythe of hay was rated at ten ſhil- 
lings the ton; for this aſſertion, I have not only 
authority, but circumſtance, A ſuit was com- 

menced 
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menced againſt the pariſhioner, who refuſed to 
comply with the extravagant demand: he was 
unſucceſsful in the litigation, and in addition 
to the original exaction he had to pay a ſum of 
two pounds ſixteen ſhillings and fix-pence coſts 
of ſuit ! I call upon any member to controvert 
theſe aſſertions ; I am convinced there is not one 
who can ;---and ſorry I am that the poverty and 
diſtreſs of the poor of this country is only to be 


equalled by the peculation and rapine that are 
_ exerciſed on them 


In many places no tythe whatever is paid 
for potatoes—and in ſeveral counties many 
bother articles are exempt from tythe—to my 


own knowledge in the counties of Kildare and 
Wicklow, and in the North. 


Is Kildare the ratage of 


Wheat is per acre. 65. 
Meadowing 40. 20. 6d. 


Is the county of Dublin the ratage is 
about, for 


Meat per acre, Gs. 
Oats—Barly—M eadowing—and all other ar- 


ticles fl ubject to tythes, are in the fame pro- 
portion. 


| In the King” 8 Cans the ratages upon 


| Wheat—Barly—and all other tythe articles are 
equally reaſonable. 


E IN 
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Is e eee the ratage is for, 
M heat per acre about t. 
Fan ̃ nothing. 


AND upon the whole there is no demand what- 
ever made of pr octorage- fees, for trouble 1 in the 
ROTO of tythe. | 


In the county of Antrim no tythe is demanded 
for potatoes---all the other tythe-ratages are 
equ ally reaſonable with thoſe I have before ſtated. 


IN many other counties Which 1 could mention, 
but the detail of which would be rather tedious--. 
no demand is made of tythe for potatoes, and 
ſome few are exempted from tythe of flax. 


Now from theſe premiſes, a queſtion ariſes 
which I maintain is inſuperable. It leads to two 
concluſions. Either the clergy in the parts of the 
kingdom which I have juſt mentioned have been 
fraudulently and groſsly cheated of their juſt dues 
or in the other parts, which to their diſgrace 
are not marked with an equal moderation---the 
diſparity of ratage, or over-charge muſt have 
been a palpable exaction upon---and wicked op- 
preſſion of the people! Now which of theſe con- 
cluſions will gentlemen accede to? will they af. 
firm that the ratages are too low in the North, or 
too high in the South ? here is no evaſion or ſub- 
terfuge 
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terfugeleft, you muſt diminiſh the one or encreaſe 
the other. Humanity therefore calls upon the Houſe 
to ſtep between the ſubject and ruin, to exert its 
authority, and not permit thoſe impoſitions to be 
practiſed which ſet the law at defiance, and ſeem 
to ſet up a boaſt of antiquity in 0 NN to che | 
dictates of reaſon. 


[Here Mr. Grattan referred to the affidavit be 
had in his hand, which proved that for potatoes 
205. an acre had been lately charged. But as the 
ratages are in ſome degree a repeition—the reporter 
deems it ſuperfluous to ſtate more than the 7 ubſtance 
of them. T, hey proved that the ratages had en- 
creaſed very confiderably for the laſt twenty years. 
Ny the allegations ſworn to in the county of Cork, 
the ratages had encreaſed in potatoes 55. an acre, 
—wheat 45. an acre—oats 26. an acre-=barley 25. 
an acre; there was a riſe of every thing alſo in 
the ſame proportion. He produced the authority of 
the decrees of the eccleſiaſtical court, to prove that 
their had been a progreſſive encreaſe in the years 
71, 73, 74, 75, 78, &c. up to the preſent time. 
He mentioned all theſe to confirm the charge of en- 
eroachment on the people, and again noticed the pro- 
digicus encreaſe of livings in the courſe of a few 
years. One of 160l. had r iſen to Zool. per ann. 
and one of Zool. had riſen to 1,100!. per ann. 


* Now, 
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Now, after having made theſe ſtatements; I 
ſhall obſerve that tho? there is no circumſtance. 
adequate to create or to Juſtify diſturbance, there 
is no one 'object ſo likely to excite commotion as 
a ſcarcity of the neceſſaries of life; nothing can 
tend ſo much to cauſe that Garrity as the ex- 
orbitance of tythe-demands. If therefore you 
tender the peace and tranquility of the king- 
dom, you will take neceſſary meaſures, to pre- 
vent that exhorbitance—the firſt ſtep to which 
purpoſe is the appointment of a committee of 
enquiry on the alledged grievances. Let each 
province of the kingdom be placed on a level 
at preſent no equality exiſts for while the in- 
habitants of the North, unannoyed by religi- 
ous exaction, proceed chearfully on their ma- 

nufactures—and various purſuits of proſperous 
induſtry—the uſeful peaſant in the South, who 
follows the plough, anticipates that the feed 
he ſows, will only ripen to be plucked by the 
hand of a relentleſs monſter! and that he 


muſt remain bereft of the means of comfort- 
able ſubſiſtence 58 


CocsiDER chat tythe exaction is the ſcourge 
of agriculture and huſbandry. Conſider that 
through your exertions and the bounties you 
wiſely hold out, from a country that had occation 
tor foreign ſupplies, you have become an export 
country of grain, and you muſt clearly per- 

ceive 
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ceive the neceſſity of guarding againſt exaction, 
particularly as this exaction has re- acted on the 
plough. Harrafled by diſtreſs and dejected by 
oppreſſion— the poor natives become liſtleſs— 
and tillage is left at a ſtand. The dictates of 
nature inſpire. them with the idea that man 
was born to be free—and the proſpect of fu- 
ture ennncipation and plenty induces them 
to migrate. , Here agriculture receives a check, 
from the careleſs attention to, or the total aban- 
donment of the ſoil, which has never yet at- 
tracted the attention of gentlemen in the de- 
gree it merits. 


Nox do the effects of the bounty which I ſo 
much applaud, even reach the claſſes of men, of 
whom I peculiarly ſpeak. It is of eſſential ſer- 
vice to the opulent landholder, but not to the 
induſtrious tenant. The hapleſs people of the 
South are huſbandmen from neceſſity, not 
choice. They have no other means of exiſtence. 
They are obliged, in many places, to clamber 
mountains, rocks, and precipices, to ſnatch from 
Sterility a little {pot of ground; and to oppoſe 
indefatigable induſtry to the natural ſtubborn; 
neſs of the foil. And they are compelled to wade 

to cultivation through bogs and moraſfs ;---la- 
| bouring thus to reclaim watery ſpaces and diſmal 
voids ; labouring thus to add to the productive 
grounds of thy kingdom. Ard far all their ex- 


crtion 


E 
ertion what is their reward ? none. but on the 
contrary, while it diſtinguiſhes them as the moſt 
uſeful members of ſociety, it ſubjects them to the 
predatory graſp of avaricious proctors, and un- 
feeling tythe-farmers. In England theſe lands 
would for ſeven years be exempt from taxes 
of any deſcription, under the ſanction of the 
laws. In Ireland they are not only obliged to 
contribute their proportion of taxes, but tythe 
of every denomination is moſt rigorouſly de- 
manded from them. The wretched moun- 
taineers who cultivate them are obliged for ſome 
crops to pay thirty ſhillings an acre tythe ; for 
wheat, where raiſed, fourteen ſhillings an acre ; 
oats, potatoes, and indeed every other article 


are rated upon a ſimilar ſcale of cruelty and 
rapine. But this payment of tythe is not all. 


Theſe mountaineers are obliged to ſubmit to 
2 poll-tax, to the charge of fmoke-money, to 
ſeveral other eccleſiaſtical impoſitions : ſuch as 
fees for oblations, fees for religious ceremonies, 
and a thouſand other fantaſtical charges, 
grounded on the grofleſt ſuperſtition, and en- 
forced with unabating ſeverity. All theſe 
charges I underſtand will be proved upon oath 
at the bar of your Houſe. Nay more: The 
ratages of tythe have riſen in theſe identical 
places in a gradation of two, three and four 
fold. And this too, I underſtand, will be ve- 
riſied on oath, at the bar of your Houſe. 

Tux 
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Tas laying out of tythe, I maintain, does 
not relieve you from uncharitable and un- 
chriſtian demands. There are proveable in- 
ſtances of the pariſhioner having laid out the 
tythe ; and having given due and timely notice 
to the parſon and to the proctor to draw. They 
have both refuſed, and the tythe ſo laid out has 
decayed on the ground. After all compen- 
ſation has been decreed by the eccleſiaſtical court 
to the parſon. In other caſes, although the 
tythe has been laid out, and a ſecurity offered 
that neither the proctor nor ſervants of the 
parſon ſhould be injured, they have refuſed 
to draw the tythe, and compenſation has been 
decreed to the clergy by the eccleſiaſtical court. 
In other caſes the pariſhioners have propoſed to 
draw the tythe laid out, for hire; and in ſome 
without any hire at all. But theſe propoſals 
have been refuſed, and compenſation decreed 
by the eccleſiaſtical court! I have in my hand a 
letter from a reſpectable pariſhioner on the 
ſubject. It is directed to the clergyman of his 
dioceſe, and is conceived 1 in theſe terms; 


« BIR, 


pu it highly proper to give you 
early notice of my intention of laying out 
+ your tythe. I requeſt, if convenient, you 
+ will be ſo good as to ſend and have it drawn 


90 away. 


"TE -3 
« away. If however, it will be attended with 
% any inconvenience, I ſhall, if agreeable, draw 
1 with my own ſervants and horſes.” 


A 


FRIENDLY and candid as this is, it has been 
refuſed. I muſt think that the clergy loſe 
_ conſiderably by their obſtinacy in this / reſpect. 
Thus the old and only remedy the pariſhioner 
had having been withſtood by the law of the 
land, the neceſſity of a new one---a firm regu- 
lation which will obviate all occaſion for either, 
muſt be apparent to every man of common 
ſenſe-—of common diſcretion. 


Tux proctors it will be proved—are not 
only collectors of tythes but gatherers of 
taxes. They are appointed by the parſon—as 
2 ſhephred appoints his dog to watch over the 
| Hock---but like barbarous wolves, they unmer- 
cifully devour the flock and deceive the paſ. 
tor! Their office of tax gatherer is procur- 
ed by the courtly intereſt of their employ- 
ers- and ſo faithful are they to the intereſt of 
their paſtors, that they often remit the tax, 
and levy the tythe. Thus the clergy and tythe- 
proctors have ſet up a little commutation of 
their own, which they enjoy in privacy and 
peace. though they are hoſtile to the idea of 
the legiſlature adopting one---and invoke all 
the ſaints to arms, on bare mention of the 

word 
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word amongſ the repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple! For fuch taxes as are not paid, the proc- 
tor gets the note of the peaſant, theſe notes 
are known in that part of the kingdom by 
the appellation of Kerry Bonds---and by that 
means, terrifying him with the picture of a 
priſon, ' he gets him ſoul and body into his 


1 poſſeſſion ! oppreſſing not only the ſubject, but 
OY the revenue ! | 


1 1 meLorz the Houſe not to credit every 
idle tale that Rumour has ſent abroad, rela- 
tive to the people of the ſouth. The impe- 

diments ſaid to be offered to the collection of 
tythe, are rarely founded in fact. In many 
inſtances they have not only offered no op- 

_ poſition---but have voluntarily propoſed to 
draw them with their own cars and their own 
cattle---and this two, free of all gratuity. You 
thould rather liſten to the wailings of men, 
born in ſlavery and educated in captivity '! 
The oppreſſion of tythe-farmers, and tythe-can- 
ters has long ſince bent their necks to the 
yoke of obedience, and they frequently ſubmit 
to the moſt cruel uſages of the law, to miſery 
and famine, rather than riſque a litigation 
with, their vicious opprefiors, 


; the demand of the full tenth 18 2 
grievan ce every one will admit; it is a truiſm 
3 beyond 
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beyond diſpute. But when the one tenth is 
demanded, if you calculate juſtly, you will find 
that what with the labour, and all the cer- 
tain and incidental expences of cultivation, it 
amounts at leaſt to a demand of one fixth, 
that is, © one fixth of the whole produce of the 
& kingdom, would fall to the ſhare of eight or nine 
& hundred individuals, —while for the remaining 
& two millions nine hundred and above ninety-nine 
% thouſand inhabitants, would only be left to di- 
vide among ſi them, the remaining five parts,”'— 
a grievance ſo monſtrous, as prima facie to 
ſpeak for itſelf. —But it will be objected that 
the demand of the full tenth is not made. For 

that very reaſon a regulation is neceſſary. Are 
the clergy ſo diſtinguiſhed for meekneſs, mo- 
.deration, and a contempt of the goods of this 
world, that you can with ſafety or prudence 
ſuffer the proſperity of the ſubje&t to hinge 
upon their forbearance? What! will you fut- 
fer the proſperity of the ſubject to hinge upon 
the forbearance . of the clergy, when the in- 
tent of the clergy is at ſtake? and when their 
intereſt is incompatible with the fubjects“ prof. 


* 


Tms is a weighty grievance, a of itſelf 
ſhould indicate the neceſſity of ſpeedy regu- 
lation. But this neceflity will more ftrongly 

| appear 
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appear from the fix allegations which I hold 
in my hand, and which evidences are ready 
to atteſt on oath, at the bar of your Houſe:— 


1 I. That in certain pariſhes in the ſouth, Tythe 
1 has been demanded and paid for articles not tytheable 
by law or cuſtom : and this they are ready to-verify 
on oath at the bar of the Houſe of Commons. 


II. That the Tythe rectory in certain pariſhes in 
the ſouth, do aſh, extort and receive from the poor 
pariſbioner one or two ſhillings in the pound under the 

deſcription of rectorage, a demand oppreſſive and 
| illegal, and this they are ready to verify 0 on oath at 
the bar of the * of Commons. 


III. That in certain pariſbes in the ſouth, demands 

for Tythe have been exceſſive, aud have not obſerved 

| Jny equity in favour of the huſhandman, the poor or 

Aj. the manufacturer, and this they are ready to verify 
an bath at the bar of the Houſe of Commons. 


IV. That in certain pariſhes in the fouth, the ra- 
tages for Thythe have of late years greatly and rapidly 
increaſed, inſomuch, that certain livings in the courſe = 
gf a fee years have increaſed three, four, or five fold, 
8 FF and 
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an this ey a are ready 79) wer or on oath at thebar * 
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Wer in certain We in the Fry the pari FA 
joners MB duly and legally ſet out their Tythe, and 
given due notice, but that no perſon” has attended on 
the part of the proctor or miniſter, under the expectation 

they ſuppoſe, of getting ſome other mode of recovery, tend- 
n to deprive the pariſh of its legal right of ſetting out 
the Tythe, and this they are ready CIT on oath 
at the bar . . 5 


VI. That the Ty the farmers in certain NY of the 
ſouth, have 2 and do bppreſs his Majeſty's ſub. 
Jecte, by various ways of extortions, aſſuming to them- | 
ſelves arbitrarily and cruelly, powers which the law . 
don't give; and by making a barbarous uſe of ſuch pow- 


ers as the lat has put into their hands, and this they | 
are ready to verify on oath at the ber 4 the Houſe of 
Commons. 


By ſuffering the buſineſs to go into 
committee, and after examining facts, we ſhall, 
T am convinced, be able to aſcertain the griev:- 4 
ance complained of, and to diſcover a ſuitable 
remedy. Let us not be diſſauded by the averſion 
of the clergy from altering a ſyſtem, which, 
impelling the lower claſſes to deſpair, ſubjects 
them to ſanguinary punifhment, and diminiſhes 
the revenue of the clergy themſelves. The 
| . N 
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dæmon of Unrighteouſneſs ſeems to have ins 
ſpired the Iriſh eccleſiaſtics with an unholy zeal; 
and they oppoſe with fury the reformation of 
a ſyſtem, which they cannot even ſupport by 
apoſtolic authority! the church of Ireland is 
degraded into a ſchool of contention and anj- 
molity ! that harmony which ſhould ſubſiſt 
between- the creatures of the Omnipotent is 
baniſhed from his temple, and is not even to be 
found amongſt thoſe who profeſs themſelves his 
enemies! thoſe who ſhould inculcate morality, 
and diſplay the example of human meekneſs; 
have diſgraced the eccleſiaſtical character, by 
purſuing with vindictiveneſs and perſecution the 
objects of their vengeance. But this cenſure 
cannot reach the whole body. I admit, num- 
bers of our ecclefiaſtics to be an ornament to 
our church; and their benevolence, charity, 
and temperance, are worthy of imitation. But 
how diſgraceful is it to behold an extenſive 
army marching, to fight the battles of the clergy, 
and their proctors? were not the multitude in 
the South ſaved from bloodſhed laſt ſummer by 
the benignity of military mercy ? how dreadful 
would the conſequences have been were that 
army commanded by a barbarian or a bigot ? 
Happily, temperance and conciliation guided the 
footſteps of the noble lord appointed to the 
truſt. Peace and tranquillity marked his march; 

and claims the warmgſt. gratitude of the crea- 
tures 
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| tures, whoſe blood he diſdained to ſpill. At 
that period it might be neceſſary to advance, 
and vindicate the offended majeſty of the law: 
the ferment has ſubſided, and it is now only 
requiſite to inſtitute an enquiry, in order to 
guard againſt a revival of it. 


Tuts is not the caſe of the White Boys. 
If it was, I ſhould be aſhamed to utter a 
ſentence upon it. It is the caſe of the 
South of Irclatid—and 1 implore gentlemen 
to pay a due attention to it as ſuch. The 
White Boys have been the proctors beſt friends; 
through their exceſs enquiry was ſtifled---and 
the diſtreſſes of the unoffending inhabitants 
procraſtinated. It gives the colour of legiſla- 
tive authority to the weight of exaction under 
which my e 


I DEMAND to be ed upon what ground 
my motion is . oppoſed. Will this Houſe re- 
ſiſt the inſtitution of an enquiry which has 
profeſſedly for its object, the relief of his 
* 8 * 


Irx is evident from hiſtory that tythes have 
fluctuated, according to the exigencies of the 
ſtate. I have the authority of Selden for 
ſaying, that the mode of payment has always 
varied---and that it has often times been in- 

determi. 
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_ determinate. In the reign of Henry FP 
Eighth, nothing was more common than al- 
terations of the tythe ſyſtem. I mention 
this, to ſhew that reformation has not been 
unprecedented, as has been induſtriouſly, and 
diſingenuouſly inſinuated. 


I HALL juſt mention one plan--which if 
adopted, I am perſuaded will remove every 
difficulty and afford equal benefit to dey 
and 98 


I wovty give the ſtandard of grain for 
the value of money---I would let the officer 
who ſtrikes the average of grain for the coun- 
ty.-ſtrike it for ſeven years, for which 
ſpace of time, this average ſhould be the 
rule for regulation of tythes---to be a ſolemn 
compact between the clergy and laity. A 
ſimilar eſtimate to be made at the expirati- 
on of the next ſeven years, thus to proceed 
in regular gradation---by which an effectual cau- 
tion will be eſtabliſhed againſt injury to the 
clergy from a decreaſe in the value of ſpe- 
cie. I think the mode of levying a tax of 
this nature for the ſupport of the clergy 
ſhould be by applotment, for that is a plan 
the common people are beſt acquainted with 
in raiſing public money, upon which, in my 
experience 
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experience, I have never heard of diſcontent 


or marmaring. 


By diminiſhing the income of rich and un- 
deſerved benefices poſſeſſed by mon-reſident 
eccleſiaſtics, a fund will accrue for augment- 
ing the falaries of the inferior clergy---men 
who have long toiled in the vine: yard—a 
moſt worthy and meritorious body! It is not 
meet- that a miniſter of the goſpel who de- 
ſerts or deſpiſes the duties of his function, 
ſhould monopolize the ſums allotted as a 
recompence for ſpiritual ſervices, which he ne- 
ver performs. It is not proper to leave the 
reſident paſtor to pine in obſcurity and want. 
In à conſiderable tract of the county, which 
comprehends a large ſcope of ground, TI can 
vouch from my own knowledge, that there 
is but one refident clergyman for the cure of 
many thoufand ſouls----who dwelleth in it! 


And the falary of this eccleſiaſtic is no more 
than thirty pounds a year !.--Surely ſuch 


laborious prieſts, ſhould be allowed to 
participate of the unearned wealth of their 
idle brethern. But if the legiſlature ſhall not 
deem that proper, the reduction may be 


explained to ſuch purpoſe, as m -be deem- 
ed moſt expedient. 1 | 


- © 
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- ConSonanT to this plan I would totally 
exempt from all tythe-rates the food and fuel 
of the poor cottager, potatoes and turf in all 
parts of the kingdom. I would alfo take ſuch 
precautions as would prevent the growth of 
ſuch articles as are eſſential to manufactures, 
from being retarded either by 2 total abolition 
of tythe on them, or by ſubſtituting a very 
light commutation. But I would make com- 
penſation to the clergy for the vote of agiſt- 
ment. I would have all the grazing grounds 
which are now exempt, contribute an acreable 
allowance. This would evidently befriend agri- | 
culture, and by being collected in the man- 
ner of a pariſh ceſs, would obviate all the 
trouble attendant gn tythe at preſent, ſuch as 
viewing, canting, and ſetting. This plan, I 
pledge myſelf, would produce a ſyſtem of equa- 
lity, as yet unknown. The ratages under it 
when in eſtimation wink be: 


IVhoat per acre 55. 6d. 
Barley do. 25. 6d. 
Potatoes, where cultivated in any quantity, 6d. 
an acre. 
And all other ratages would be equally reaſon- 
able. 
coup enter into a variety of ſtatements 
which tend to prove that the clergy and laity 
might be benefited by an alteration of the tythe 
Jy Cons: and that fuch alteration is not only 


8 practicable 
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practicable but may be moſt eaſily effected. I 
have ſtated ſufficient, however, to eſtabliſh the 
neceſſity of going into a committee, Which is 
the proper place for diſcuſſions of this nature. 


I apprehend that the divine right of tythe 
will be urged againſt our interfering with, or 
new modelling the preſent ſyſtem. I ſhalt there- 
fore anticipate, and refute the argument. If 
we trace them to their origin, we ſhall find 
that from the ſituation of the world, in that 
early period, no other mode could have been 
conveniently deviſed for ſupport of the clergy, 
at leaſt that tythes were the moſt eligible ; ſuch 
was the caſe with the Jews, upon whoſe pro- 
feſſion of the cuſtom ſo much ſtreſs has been 
laid. But it was a cuſtom equally known 
amongſt the Pagans as the Jews, and I am 
therefore concerned to ſee the example aft 
Jews and Idolaters held ſo facred by chriſtians. 
Tythes were founded in the days of diſtreſs 
and bigotry, and they are continued at the 
preſent enlightened age, through perverſeneſs and 
wickedneſs. This Houſe is not an aſſembly of 
ſews, and therefore it is not bound to adhere 
to jewiſh cuſtoms by any tie, fave the wiſ- 
dom, or prudence of the uſage ; as well might 
vou contend for a revival of all their pre- 
polterous cuſtoms, their purifications, their cir— 
cumciſions, as to argue and infer that becauſe 

ythte 
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tythe was their mode of payment, it ſhould be 
ours! I aſk, were tythe continued when the 
true religion of our Saviour ſuperceded 
the abominations and idolatries that had over- 
run the earth? Were tythe demanded under 
the chriſtian doctrine? or under the goſpel 
_ diſpenſation? Were tythes demanded by the 
primitive miniſter of chriſtianity? or is there 
a ſhadow of, proof that tythe was the mode 
of ſupport? I ſay then you cannot claim tythe 
upon the ground of chriſtianity, which would 
alone give to your claim force and validity, 
but that you reſt your choice upon paganiſm 
and idolatry; which, not only {ſtrips it of all 
force and vahdity, but renders it utterly in- 
admiſſible. 


Wilar were the words of our Saviour ?--- 
« Beware of covetouſneſs, Hay not up for 
" yourſelves treaſures on earth.” Does this 
ſeem to ſanction a demand of the ſoil's pro- 

duce? 


SEVERAL of the fathers of the church, be- 
ſide, maintain a contrary opinion to that held 
by eccleſtaſtics of the preſent day, relative to 
tythes. Tertullian ſays, Nemo compellitur ſed fie 
„ placeat.” © No one is obliged to contribute 
% to the ſupport of the clergy, but to give ac- 
* cording to pleaſure.” Does this agree with 

G 2 that 
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that eccleitaitical fallacy, the divine right of 
tythes ? contraſt this equitable principle with the 
unaccommodating tenets of our modern church- 
men, and let them blufſr for their inflexibility ! 


[ apxiit that the authority of the council of 
Conſtance may be adduced againſt our interfer- 
ing with the preſent tythe-ſyſtem. The coun- 
cil of Conſtance thundered its anaghemas againſt 
all thoſe who refuſed to pay tythe ; the council 
of Nantz did the ſame. And the ſentiments 
ot St. Auguſtine and St. Jerome were in uniſon 
with them. This St. Auguſtine Was a religious 
and a good man. Jo prevent ſenſuality and 
feaſting he claimed a tythe of the perſons who- 
dined within his holy diſtrict. His demand 
was. complied with; and the faint following the 
example of other ghoſtly tathcrs, ſpent in per- 
ſonal appropriation and reveiry, a tax that was 
tevied under the ſpecious pretext of curbing 
immorality and diſſipation. 


ANOTHER reaſon why tythes ſhould be pre- 
ferred to all other proviſions for the clergy, may 
be gleaned from the conduct of the king of 
Mercia. This pious monarch perpetrated a bar- 
barous murder, and to expiate the horrid 
crime, and to ſave the fouls of his mother, his 
grandmother and other rclatives, not only 
cauicd tythe to be rigoroully exacted from 
his 
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his ſubjects, but abſolutely paid them himſelf ;--. 

2 laudable inſtance that ſo righteous an eſtabliſh- 
ment ſhould not fuffer by the hand of in- 
novation! 


[ Lava at the idea that Parliament cannot 
interfere in the buſineſs, becauſe tythes are pri- 
vate property. I ſay they are public property 
to defray a public expence, which is the main- 
tenance of the clergy. Beſides there is this 
difference to be obſerved : the law gives no man 
a private property, it only protects him in the 
poſſeſſion of it. Now the law gives the clergy 
their ſupport, and giving, it can affuredly re- 
gulate, that property. I glory in the power--- 
nay, the omnipotence of Parhament in this re- 
ſpect; and I hope it will be exerciſed in this 
inſtance to expoſe the fallacy of an argument 
which has been fo induftriouſly circulated. 


WHAT! will this honourable Houſe conti- 
nue to view with filent apathy, a ſyſtem of 
oppreſſion which does no honour to the le- 
giſlative character? Will this honuorable 
Houſe fay, it is not competent to the taſk 
of reforming tythes, and eccleſiaſtical dues ?--- 
What ! are you, after having reſtored your 
appellant juriſdiction---are you, who were com- 
petent to decide, as you did, on the tenantry 
bill--to emancipate your conſtitution---and to 

eſtabliſli 
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eſtabliſh your independence---incompetent to 
alter and improve nay, pull down a {tructure--- 
whoſe baſis is exaction--and whoſe ſupport 
is matchleſs oppreſſion ? 


Another argument founded upon the danger 
of innovation may be urged. But it is equally 
fallacious.---The fame argument might be uſed 
againſt any improvement.---What is the glori- 
ous conſtitution you poſſeſs---but innovation? 
Innovation upon a monarchy in the hands of 
a deſpotic prince? What is the mild and 


_ amiable religion you profeſs---the proteſtant 


religion---but an innovation ? What is it but 
Chriſtianity reſcued out of the hands of an 
ambitious---a corrupt---and avaricious prieſt- 
hood ?---When bloody Herod was informed 
that the forerunners of the Redeemer of man- 
kind were preaching the virtues of humi— 
lity and true religioa, he deemed it innova- 
tion--and he committed indiſcriminate maſ— 


Acre, to extirpate the ſon of God, whom he 


pronounced an innovator | The Revolution 
itfelf, which introduced arts, ſciences, and 
learning was deemed an innovation !---What 
was your own riot-act, your own COmPen- 
{ation act of laſt ſeſſion? Innovations indeed--- 
innovations with a vengeance !---It is an 
abuſe of terms, to call improvement innova- 
tion.,---Salutary alteratives which amend the 

debilitated 


„1 


debilitated conſtitution are juſtly termed re- 
ſtoratives--and the ſame will hold good applied 
to the State---well as applied to the human 
frame. 


Taz tenantry of Ireland deſerve your care. 
They are the very pillars of the State. You | 
complain © they are intractable.” But there 
is no animal in nature ſo herce, ſave a tiger, 
as to be incapable of taming. But the way to 
tame him is to feed him well. Then I be- 
ſeech you to try the experiment with the in- 
habitants of the South, and you can only 
do ſo by relieving them from the preſſure of 
tythe exaction. I know it will be ſaid, if you 
eaſe them of their burden, in this reſpect, it 
will afford only the momentary eaſe, of 
ſhifting it from one ſhoulder to the other. 
That rents will immediately rife. I deny it, I 
ſay it is an infamous libel on the character of the 
nobility and gentry of the nation---I fay it is 
a ſcandalous imputation upon the members of 
both Houſes of Parliament---who are all 
poſſeſſed of lands---to ſuppoſe, that they would 
take advantage of the clemency of the legiſla- 
ture, and baſely filch for their own uſe, what 
was intended for the ſuccour of the peaſant !- 
No---no. Let us try the experiment, the ge- 
nius of Ireland is not extortion---nor is the 
chriſtian religion founded on bigotry---the re- 
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gion therefore ſhould not only ſupport the 
prieſt, but the prieſt ſhould ſupport the reli- 
gion---an irrefragable argument for pruning the 
incomes of ſinecure livings ! 


WILE I am ſpeaking upon this ſubject, I 
would not have it underſtood that I am ignorant 
of the latent cauſe which obſtructs an amica- 
ble adjuſtment of the tythe-buſineſs. It is the 
arrogant idea that the profane laity ſhould not 
meddle with the ſacred things of the church! It 
is from the impious opinion that the wealth of 
the church ſhould be unbounded---as if Chriſt 
could not walk over the land, without being 
accompanicd by Mammon ! It is from that pre- 
ſumptuous waywardneſs, which will neither 
hearken to the cries of diſtreſs, or the dictates 
of reaſon !---it is from the over-caution of dig- 
nified luxury! from a tenaciouſneſs of relin- 
quiſhing, even for a moment, that graſp of 
_ thoſe revenues, which are at preſent firmly 
held ;---revenues that bloat the dignitary in 
proportion as they bring down religion----reli- 
gion which is declining apace, and in many paris 
of the kingdom, is already, like the nymph 
Echo, dwindled to a mere ſound ! from that 
iprrit of jealouſy which impels the clergy 
on the mention of © commutation,” to attempt 
moving heaven, earth, and ocean, in their 
behalf--to invoke Jove to ſhake Olympus with 

7. his 


E 
bis thunderbolts---Neptune to rake the deep with 
his trident---while Plutus, their tutelary god, 
protects their coffers ! 


Ax idea has gone abroad, that f it is the duty 
of gentlemen, at all events, to protect the clergy 
in their preſent ſyſtem. This is an aſperſion of 


their own character, becauſe they are intereſted 
info doing. It is right to ſupport the clergy ho- 
nourably ; ; it ſhould be the firſt obje& of every 
man. [A loud cry of hear / hear FF ſay ſo, 
becauſe I think the ſupport of chriſtianity the 
firſt duty. But the clergyman may be (as 1 
truſt I have evinced) more honourably, more 
; quietly, and more ſatisfactorily maintained, by 


an alteration of the preſent ſyſtem. Is it becauſe 


gentlemen ſend the ominous tythe. ꝓroctor from 
: their delightful improvements, their cultivated 
demeſnes, that rival the rural beauties of Ar- 
cadia---their parks and their palaces---to raiſe 


his contributions in the potatoe-garden of the 


cottager, that they are to continue their preſent 
ſyſtem ? thus ſending the eſtabliſhed clergy to 
look for ſupport from poverty and popery 4 


You have reſorted to the engines of coer- 


cion and penal laws to give tranquility to the 
kingdom, but you never thought of an engine 
which would have anſwered the purpoſe with 


a thouſand times more efficacy, the en- 


H gine 


1 
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gine of redreſs. Tis not yet too late to uſe it. 
Convince the people I conjure you - for once, 
that you conſider them objects of your care. 
Impreſs them with this gratifying ſentiment 


that there is not a ſpeck on the map of your coun- 


try, which is not the object of your earneſt 
ſolicitude, and this you will do by ſuffering the 
buſineſs to go into committee. I implore you 
to it, I implore the country gentlemen pe- 
culiarly, by their virtue, their juſtice, their 
honour, by their feelings, their regard of hu- 
manity, their love of their country, but above 
all, by that latent ſpark which 1 know to be 
in their compoſition, and which I have often 
{een blaze forth, and leave in an . eclipſed de- 
gradation the abaſhed ſervants of the Crown. 
We {hall then have laid the foundation of an 
enquiry, which muſt enſure us a happy pea- . 
ſantry, a venerable. priefiboad,. and A | contend 


r 


xk he' Houle aide on Mr. Gratta? s motion.” 


For it I 77 tl 
Againſt it 121 


SUPPLEMENT. | 


I Upon the Houſe of Commons going into Committee on the” 
l Compenſation Bill, which is a bill © To enable all 
eccleſiaſtical perſons and bodies, rectors, vicars, 
| curates, and impropriators, to recouer a juſt compen- 
ſation for the tithes withheld from them in the year 
1787, in the ſeveral counties and counties of cities 
therein mentioned, and to explain and amend the aft 
of laft jefſion for the ſame purpoſes,” the Secretary 
of State tock ocraſion to enter into the ſubject of 
 Tythes---when Mr, GRATTAN' made the follow- 
ing Reply----which the Editor deems neceſſary. to 
Sivue.as it is — and eh connected with 
0 his former _ d 


I BzLieve I will be excuſed for troubling the 
Houſe again with a few words upon the ſubject of 
tythes, particularly as ſome aſſertions that have 
fallen from a Right Hon. Gentleman, whoſe 
authority is of great weight, ſeem to demand a 
reply. I am willing to give the moſt implicit 
| a credit 
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credit to what he avers from his own perſonal 


knowledge and experience---but I truſt he will 


pardon me if I queſtion what he advances from 


the information of others. The Right Hon. 


Gentleman has produced average ratages in 


oppoſition to thoſe, which, on a former night, 
I have ſtated to the Houſe. He acknowledges, 
that theſe average ratages were received by him 
from the Biſhops. Now, though great credit 


is to be given to ſuch reſpectable authority. 


may they not be ſuſpected of a little partiality ? 
Perhaps theſe averages are the offspring of their 


judgment-—and that is not ground ſufficiently 


permanent for us to form poſitive and defive 
concluſions on; or perhaps theſe avarages have 


been formed on ſudden ' and imperfect en- 
_ quiry--which ſtill further diminiſhes their weight. 


Beſides a general ratage of a county bears no 


_ reſemblance to the ratage of a particular pariſh, 


becauſe, at beſt, the former can be but a con- 
jecture---while the other is matter of fact. The 
Houſe, therefore, is to judge of the ſubject--- 
and this very difference in our ſtatement evinces 


the neceſlity of inſtituting a Committee of 


Enquiry---where no members report would be 


admitted. but truth come at and aſcertained 


by the oath of creditable » witneſſes at the bar of 
Your Houſe. 


have 


61) 
5 1 have ſtated that the ratages of many pa- 
riſhes are exorbitant and exceſſive- -in ſome 


twelve ſhillings the acre for potatoes---in others 
fixteen ſhillings. I have read the Tythe-proctor's 


charge and receipt, in ſome caſes, where the 
ſum got and received, was nineteen ſhillings 


an acre for potatoes---and thirteen ſhillings for 
wheat. Theſe the right honourable gentle- 


man did not controvert or juſtify---what then 
avails his average ratage ? It only proves, that 


as ſome clergymen were very exorbitant, ſo 
others were very moderate---and his bill leaves 


the former to enjoy his extortion and the latter 


to ſuffer by his moderation. Thus the viatue 


of one man is ſet off againſt the rapacity of ano- 


ther, to cover his exaction in a general account. 
This is rewarding avarice and puniſhing 


chriſtian ilberallty The right hon. gentleman 
has ſtated, that tithes have not been raiſed in 


their value for the laſt twenty or thirty years 


in the dioceſe of Cork and Roſs. Now upon 
this point alſo I am ready to join iſſue with 
him, and if I do not ſhew that in ſome of 


the moſt moderate pariſhes they have riſen 


trom four and five ſhillings, wheat and pota- 
toes, to ſeven and eight ſhillings, within the 


laſt thirty years, I will give up the queſtion 


for ever. I deſire the right hon. gentleman to 
meet me, and reſt it on chat ſingle point. 


* 
i”7 FA 1 X . 
” 0 184 


SET. 


the 


— 
—_— b 
3 — — Led 
— — —— — — — —— - 
at — — 1 — — : © —.— 
. - — — 77 : 


(iv » 


The right hon. gentleman wiſhes he had ſeen 
the returns of the regiſters from the perſons ap- 
pointed to-try petitions, under the late compenſa- 
tion act; they indeed would be authority, 
and there the right hon. member was perfectly 
right. Now, I have thoſe returns in my hand, 
and they entirely differ from the 3 hon. 
enen s information. 


In one return from Limerick, are 128. the 
acre potatoes, and 128. an acre flax, 108. an acre 
wheat, 68. oats, and 68. meadow. 


In another from Cork, are 10s. the acre po- 
tatoes, 10s. the acre wheat. -I have underſtood 
this to be the Engliſh acre, which if meaſured 
by the Iriſh acre, would be 16s. Theſe, Sir, are 
the returns of the officer who tried the ſuits in 
Cork. Different are they from the ratages 
ſtated to the right hon. gentleman : there are 
other ratages which are lower; gs. the acre 
potatoes and wheat, which if the Engliſh acre, 
as was the caſe in Cork, is an immoderate rate- 
age; perhaps reconcileable to law, but wholly 
inconfiſtent with the exiſtence of the poor, or 
the proſperity of tillage.---The right hon. gentle- 
man has mentioned, that the affidavits I ſtated 
might be falſe ;--they may be fo, though I do 
not ſee they have been yet impeached ; but I did 
not, as is manifeſt, reſt. the queſtion on affidavits. 
1 have ſtated returns from the proper officers 
1 . 


K 


I have read copies of decrees from the court. 
I underſtand that thoſe copies were fairly taken, 
and that the perſon who took them could ſwear 
to their accuracy.---From ſome of theſe decrees, 
it appears that the demand and decree had gone 
ſo far as 198. the acre potatoes, and in one caſe 
[which he read] to a guinea.---The right hon. 
gentleman has been under a miſtake, when he 
ſuppoſes I have relied entirely on the caſe of 
Mrs. Strang.---No, Sir, I have produced caſes 
much more ſevere ; and with what 1 egality 
or propriety theſe decrees were made, I have 
not enquired, nor was it effential ; for it is evi- 
dent to any man, that the condition of the 
pariſhioner in theſe circumſtances of oppreſſion 
is inſupportable ; and, after this ſtatement, I 
will aſk the right hon. gentleman what light has 
his average ratages thrown on the ſubject ?. 
What do they tend to prove ?---to ſhow the 
great diſproportion of charge; which is another 
grievance, and another cauſe of inquietude; 
becauſe the oppreſſed pariſh feels her ſituation 
doubly ſevere, from the comparative lenity of 
thoſe that are contiguous.---The right hon. gen- 
tleman has mentioned England, as if ſhe paid 
more to her church than this kingdom.---When 
the right hon. gentleman mentioned, that ſhe 
paid for articles for which Ireland did not pay, he 
was right---but I will tell the right hon. gentle- 
man the reaſon - the articles don't exiſt in Ireland 


3 artificial 
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artificial grafſes---field huſhandry---don't exiſt 
in Ireland, at leaſt not in any degree to be an 
object of a productive tythe ; and the ex- 
emptions which the right hon. member has 
ſtated, are proofs in fact of our poverty---but 
the only fair way of judging which country paid 
the moſt to the chureh, England or Ireland, was 
by a comparative view of the proportion of 
church property, to lay property, in the reſpective 
kingdoms, and on that compariſon, the proportion 
of church property, to that of lay in Ireland, was ' 
aaron all meaſure rt 


But, on the hh the right hon. member's 
argument, while it differs from me, proves the 
propriety of a committee, in order to deter- 
mine, on proper evidence, theſe points of differ- 
ence; and all I defire, that you will not take 
any, either on my authority, or even of the right 
hon. gentleman, however high and reſpectable, 
but that you will go into a committee, and de- 
cide on proper evidence. 


The fact is, that England pays much leſs in 
tithes upon the whole, though an opulent coun- 
try, than Ireland pays, poor as ſhe is. I have 
the very beſt authority for ſaying, chat the rate 
of tithes in the county of Cheſter is eight ſhil- 
lings an acre lefs that the rate of the dioceſe of 


| Clovne, whillt the huſbandry of the county of 


Wy Cheſter 


/ 
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Cheſter is eight ſhillings better; how then 
ſtands the proportion of the tithes of England 
to the wealth of England, and how ſtands the 


proportion of the tithes 1 in Ireland to the wealth : 
of Ireland: 7 | 


Sir, I underſtand that in a great number 
of caſes, the tithes have been fairly ſet out in 
- | ſields, and due notice given by the farmers: 
1 I I underſtand theſe tithes are now periſhing and 
rotting, becauſe the parſon will not draw them. | 
If this be the caſe, would you, give the parſon 
a power to compel farmers to pay for thoſe 
tithes, which have periſhed through the par- 
ſon's obſtinacy ? would you let him tax the 
farmer double in a tax already exorbi- 
. tant? would you let the farmer ſirſt loſe his 

n and after his money? Sir, there are ſome 
caſes which 1 mentioned the other night, in 
which the farmer actually offered to lan the 
tithes in the parſons barn; will you puniſh the 
perſons who made ſuch an offer? 


q I do not | like the principle of depriving the 

farmer of his trial by jury, and giving the 
clergy a rapid and powerful remedy againſt 

beggars; it may force emigrations, and certain- 
ly will make the parſon odious to the pariſh. 
Are the people ſolvent ? Can the pariſon do 
any thing more than tend them to gaol? I de- 


Clare 


() 


clare for one, that I would rather pay the 
clergyman his loſs out of the public cffor, and 
regulate the future, than again revive the 
miſeries of the 3 


_[ Mr. GRrATTAN x proceeded to mes his argue 
ment by ating a number of caſes of the utmoſt exorbi. 
tancy in rating tithe, particularly ſome decreed in the 
court of Caſhel, where four acres and half of potatoes 
vere charged gl. 6s. zd. and the charge decreed with 
about a guinea cofts ; two acres and an half flax, the 
primum of our ſtaple manufacture, for the raiſing which 
the State gives bounties yearly, two acres and half, 
31. 4s. ten acres meadow 6l. 165.----Theſe charges 
were decreed, as was 21, 167. 6d. for one acre ¶ ply” 
toes, it having been ſworn in court that the ſaid acre 
produced 60 barrels of potatoes, walued at gs. gd. the 
barrel; this in the year 1783, the famine price, but 

2 calculation of abundance. ]] 


If theſe facts could not be bind 1 am 
ſure they cannot be juſtified. The White - boys 
were certainly outrageous, but though I con- 
demn their meetings I would not countenance 
extortion ; I would hang them if rebellious, but 
I would not rob them if eqns 
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